
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1 
 
Check that you have all the parts. 
Layout the base components on 
the ground as shown. 
 
The illustration is for a 6 leg 
cradle. 4 leg cradles have a base 
joiner instead of centre base. 
 
The number of each of the 
components shown varies 
according to the cradle 
specification required. 

 
 

Stage 2 
 
Fit longitudinal links over spigots on end frame on both 
sides. 
 
Repeat this assembly process for all Longitudinal links 
to end frames and base joiners. 

 

 
The weld nut and the hole in the spigot must line up for 
insertion of the retaining screw. Firm blows with a large 
hammer USING BULK OF TIMBER TO PROTECT 
END FRAME may be required. 
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Instructions 
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These instructions are based on the Atlas cradle design principle, some cradles vary in small respects, but the assembly 
principles remain the same. Two people should be able to assemble a four leg cradle in about 1/2 hour. Assembly by 
one person is possible. 
Tools / Facilities required 

- Piece of reasonably flat ground of sufficient size  - 24 mm A/F Socket and wrench or Spanner 
- Large Hammer      - 2 x 30 mm A/F Spanner / Socket with wrench 
- Bulk of timber      - Good quality grease 

Leg Bottom 

End Frame 

Longitudinal Link 

Base Centre 



 
 

Stage 3 
 
Ensure that the weld nuts (arrowed) line up with the 
hole in the frame spigot below,  

    

Apply grease to the short M16 screws supplied and fit 
them to the weld nuts shown above and tighten until 
the screw head reaches the weld nut.  
Note the locating hole in the spigot is designed to be a 
tight fit to the nut so some resistance is to be expected. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Stage 4 
Now each of the leg bottom sections can be fitted over the transverse 
links. 
Placing a chock (axe handle in picture) under the transverse link will 
assist. 
The weld nut needs to be precisely located over the appropriate locating 
hole in the transverse link. Gentle tapping as shown helps. 
IMPORTANT the same hole each side of the cradle must be used. 
 

Stage 5 
 
The picture shows the middle leg section ready to be fitted to the leg 
bottom using the long pin shown. 

 

 

The pin is then inserted as shown. Once inserted the long pin is retained 
by the “R” clip. 



 

 

 
Stage 6 
Once the pin has been inserted the mid leg can be swung over to the 
storage position as shown, this position is ideal for storage as it enables 
cradles to be stacked. Note the upper leg section (not shown) can be left 
in position for storage. 
 
 
 

 

Stage 7 
·  Insert upper leg (square section) into outer leg with round tube 

section uppermost.  
·  Then apply good quality waterproof grease too the pad assy 

thread and insert pad assembly thread into the tube as shown. 
Note position of washer below “T” handle nut. 

 

 

Stage 8 
The picture shows heavy duty keel supports in position across the frame 
(yellow arrow) these can be moved fore and aft to provide the most 
appropriate support for the keel. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Stage 9 
There are 3 separate leg adjustments to ensure a really good fit of 
the cradle to the boat. 
Adjustment 1 
See stage 4, the beam of the cradle is adjusted by locating the 
screw in the best position to provide support to the hull. 
Adjustment  2 
Involves setting the leg angle. (while boat is still supported by sling 
/ mover) 
The near vertical position is ideal for aft sections of planning or 
semi displacement hulls. 
A further position further out-board (not shown) can be used 
providing vertical loads are small. 
 
The two in-board angled positions are used for Vee or round bilge 
hull sections. 
Note to achieve the bottom position only the tie bar inner is used. 
Adjustment 3 
Height Adjustment (while boat is still supported by sling / mover) 
Start with screw jack pad in lowest position. 
Remove “R” clip and pin then lift the inner leg until the pad centre 
contacts hull. 
Lower inner leg to next pin position then lock with pin and “R” clip 
Adjust screw jack until hull is adequately supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
IMPORTANT – If your boat is being placed on the cradle by a boat yard or other party these 
instructions must be made available to the people concerned. In all cases the individuals undertaking 
the work must be competent in the required skills. 
The following requirments are not specific to Atlas Cradles they should be followed for all types of 
cradle. 
 
Stage 8 – Setting up cradle and laying up yacht. 
 

1. The cradle must be free from physical damage that may impair strength, must be free of structural corrosion and 
be complete as supplied. 

2. The cradle should be positioned on firm reasonably level ground. 
3. The position should be as sheltered as possible. 
4. The cradle base transverse sections must be adequately supported by the ground, any areas where there is a 

significant gap between the base and the ground must be packed with good quality supporting material. With the 
cradle empty there should be no perceptible movement if this section is stood upon.  

5. The keel supports should be placed at appropriate places along the frame. Wooden chocks or keel jacks can be 
placed on the keel supports to achieve the desired height of the boat. Under no circumstances should the weight 
of the boat without a keel support. 

6. The boat should be placed centrally in the cradle. 
7. The keel supports must transfer all the displacement of the yacht to the base rails. The legs purely provide 

resistance to rolling, pitching and wind forces.  
8. The screw jack at each pad assembly should be tightened sufficiently to prevent movement of the boat. 
9. Where possible yachts should be laid up with masts un-stepped, however if this is not possible windage should 

be reduced as far as possible by removing sails, covers, spray hoods and other high windage items. 
10. Further precautions should be taken for yachts laid up in known exposed positions. 

a. Cradle leg storm chains should be used (See atlas accessories). 
b. The yacht can be strapped into the cradle using strong tensionable webbing straps over the 

superstructure (See atlas accessories). 
c. A more secure alternative that must be used in very exposed locations is to secure the above straps to 4 

strong permanent ground anchor points fore and aft each side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Atlas Yacht Cradles or Quality-on-Time Ltd is unable to accept responsibility for damage caused as a result of not following these instructions. 

 
 


